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S the common Methods of treating 
Ulcers of the Legs are unſucceſsful, 
and their breaking out again, after a ſup- 
poſed Cure, frequent; it is ſurpriſing, 
that no other Methods than thoſe at pre- 
ſent have been put in Practice, to render 
their Cure more certain. But, I believe, a 
blind Obedience to Authority, prejudices 
the Minds of many Practitioners, and 
renders them inactive in the Purſuit of Im- 
provements, which might be eaſily made; 
by applying more cloſely to the Effects of 
ſimple Medicines, in curing Diſeaſes. 
There are many Caſes in Surgery, which 
are greatly aſſiſted by Medicine, but none 
more than Ulcers of the Legs. And as 
a ſucceſsful Practice, in a great Variety 

of 


* PREFA CE. 
of Caſes, has proved the good EacQs\ * 
of the Methods advanced in the fol 
lowing Sheets, I hope I ſhall not be ac+ 


cuſed of Vanity 1 in making * 
ons public. 


* 
£ 
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Upper Holborn, 
No, 192, 
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ESSAY, &. 


H E moſt common and authoriſed 
Practice, in the cure of Ulcerated 
Legs, is to inſiſt on Reſt, and a Horizontal 
Poſition; at the ſame time purges and other 
remedies, according to the circumſtances of 
the caſe, are univerſally given; and it is not 
uncommon for ſome patients toundergo Sa- 
livation ; by which methods, and proper 
dreſſings, many patients receive a tempo- 
rary cure; and to prevent a relapſe (eſpe- 
cially in thoſe Ulcers which have been of 
long ſtanding) it is common to produce an 
artificial diſcharge, by means of an Iflue : 
but in general, and thoſe perſons in particu- 
lar, who are expoſed to any laborious ex- 
erciſe, ſeldom enjoy this ſuppoſed cure 
B any 


LE] 

any long time; for on uſing their former 
exerciſe, the Ulcer commonly breaks out 
This is well known by Surgeons as a 
fact, and whoever will attend to a num- 
ber of theſe caſes cured in the above me- 
thod, which is the common practice of the 
Hoſpitals in general, will be well convin- 
ced of the truth of what is advanced. 
The following quotation from Mr. Sharp 
will give a perfect idea of the preſent mode 
of practice in the cure of Vlcerated Legs. 
'66 Bleeding and other evacuations will be 
« ſerviceable, and above all things, Ref, 
% and a Horizontal Pgſition; which laſt 
cireumſtance is of ſo great importance 
to the cuxe of Ulcerated Legs, that un- 
lefſs the patient will conform to it ſtrict- 
% ly, the ſkill of the Surgeon will avail 
£6 nothing; for as the indiſpoſition of 
e theſe Sores is in fore meaſure owing to 
e the gravitation of the humours down- _ 

„ wards, it will be much more benefi- 
„ cial to lie along, than ſit upright, tho 
'*© the leg be laid on a chair, ſince, even 
e in this poſture, they will deſcend with 
«© more 
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ned. 
« Ulcers of —_ years. landing are. 


very difficult of cure; and in old peo 
ple the cure is often dangerous; fre- 


quently exciting an Aſthma; a Diarrhea, 
or Fever, which deſtroys the patient, 
unleſs the fore breaks out again; ſo that 
it is not altogether adviſcable to attempt 
the cure in ſuch cafes, but only the re- 
duction of them into better order and 
leſs compaſs, which, if they be not 
malignant, is generally done with Ref, 
and proper care. The cure of thoſe in 


young people may be undertaken with 


more ſafety, but we often. find it neceſ- 
ſary to-raife a Salivation to effect it, tho', 
when compleated, it does not always 
laſt, ſo that the: proſpe& of cure in 


ſtubborn old Ulcers, at 8 9 of life 


is but indifferent.“ 
Bleeding and other evacuations are cer- 


tainly ſerviceable in the cute of Ulcers of 


the Legs: but as to lying in bed duting the 
cute (with all reſpect due to a Practi- 


tioner of ſuch great merit) I muſt beg 


B 2 : leave 
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leave to be of a contrary opinion, for the 
reaſons before-mentioned, i. e. the pa- 


tient, after keeping his bed for two or 


three months, and by the aſſiſtance of the 
common remedies, or Salivation, the Ul- 
cers are ſuppoſed to be cured; on uſing exer- 
ciſe, they moſt commonly break out again, 
and render the patients as miſerable as 
ever. This is a principal objection to this 
method of Practice; for in the method of 
cure which I follow, the patients are very 
rarely liable to a relapſe ; becauſe I order 
them to uſe conſiderable exerciſe during 
the cure, and by internal remedies, en- 
deavour to ſupply the want of Reſt, and 
the poſition, eſteemed fo uſeful in curing 
Ulcers of the Legs: and this is effected 
by promoting a large diſcharge of urine, 
with gentle cooling purges which me- 
thods, by proper management, will cure 
in general the moit inveterate and obſti- 
nate Ulcers. 

Neither can I agree with Mr. Sharp, 
that the cure in old people is ſo difficult as 
is imagined, producing aſthma, Diarrhea, 
or Fever; experience in a number of ſuch 

| caies 


| 


l 
caſes proving the contrary; inſtances of 
this. ſort I muſt acknowledge to have ſeen 
happen, but then very rarely; therefore I 
ſhould not heſitate in attempting the cure 
in the generality of obſtinate caſes which 
offer, even though the patients are far ad- 
vanced in years, or the Ulcers have been 
of long ſtanding; however, I believe it 
may be a good practical caution, where 
the patient has been afflicted with any of 
the fore-mentioned complaints; in my own 
practice, I have cured a great number of 
theſe caſes in old people, and yet not the 
leaſt inconvenience has happened during 
the cure, nor after the cure has been con- 
firmed 

As to reducing Ulcers into better order 
and leſs compaſs, by means of Reſt and 
care, can anſwer but very little purpoſe, 
unleſs the patient keeps his bed during 
life, which Remedy, I believe, moſt will 
think worſe than the Diſeaſe ; however, 
theſe rules, ſo poſitively laid down by Mr. 
Sharp, has deterred many Surgeons from 
attempting the cure in old people in gene- 
ral, and very frequently in other caſes, 
where 
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where the cure might have eaſily been ef- 
fected, without any inconyenience what- 
ever to the patient. YN 
' Salivation, in theſe caſes, in my opi- 
nion, is very abſurd in general, and even 
cruel, unleſs the caſe was Venereal; for 
ſuch a powerful Mercurial courſe, does 
greatly weaken and relax the moſt athletic | 
and ſtrong; were I not to mention the danger 
and ill effects, in the more tender and de- 
licate couſtitutions; but what renders this 
practice ſtill more diſagreeable is, that it 
does not in general prove ſucceſsful ; which 
Mr. Sharp himſelf acknowledges; and I 
have ſeen a number of patients ſalivated in 
theſe caſes, and to all appearance cured ; 
but in a fhort time after, the ſores have 
broke out again, and the patients have 
been under as unhappy circumſtances as 
before the cure was attempted ; with this 
difference, that a good conſtitution has 
been in a great meaſure deſtroyed by this 
fruitleſs and unſucceſsful attempt, which 
in fome inſtances, no means whatever, af- 
ter this ſevere courſe, can repair. 
In ſome particular caſes, and where the 


patient m. been of a robuſt conſtitution, 
| or 


5 


or in very foul Ulcers, which have a ertid 
diſcharge, 1 have ſucceeded by giving the 
Calomel, from three to five grains, every 
night in a pill, and every third morning a 
gentle cathartic; at the fame time I have 
fumigated the Ulcer with Cinnabar and 
A thiops mineral equal parts; and in this 
manner I have ſucceſsfully cured. ſome few 
obſtinate caſes, where my method and 
others have failed; and in other caſes where 

the Ulcers were very large, callous and foul, 

in order to reduce it to a more {imple ſtate 
the ſooner, I have uſed the Fumigation, 
and I am of opinion with ſucceſs; but it 


muſt not be uſed in any inflammatory caſe, 


as it will put the patient to much pain, 
encreaſe the inflammation, and not anſwer 
any curative intention whatever. The. 
procuring an artificial diſcharge by means 
of an Iſſue, notwithſtanding it is almoſt 
an univerſal practice, I muſt poſitively de- 
clare, that I have never made uſe of this 
imaginary aſſiſtance ; and yet I flatter my- 
ſelf, that my ſucceſs has been much greater 
than thoſe who have uſed it. The trifling 
; diſcharge 


[8] 
diſcharge of an Iſſue is very inconſidera- 
ble; tho' I know that many of the Profeſ- 
ſion are of opinion, that ſomething very 
eſſential is obtained by this means ; how- 
ever, I will not take upon me poſitively to 
condemn a practice ſo eſtabliſhed by cuſ- 
tom; I will mention my objections, and 
then leave every Practitioner to his own 
diſcretion, either to neglect or adopt the 
Iſſues. It is imagined, that when an old 
Ulcer is cured, that the conſtitution has 
been ſo much uſed to a diſcharge, that un- 
leſs we aſſiſt Nature by means of an Iſſue, 
that there will be a tranſlation of matter 
to ſome more noble part, as the Brain, or 
the Lungs, &c. and that it prevents their 
breaking out again. Which opinion, tho 
very common, I am perſuaded is more the 
effect of falſe Theory, or the preſent de- 
fective treatment, than to be found by real 
obſervation in Practice; eſpecially if the 
caſe is treated with proper internal reme- 
dies during the cure; beſides this, patients 
in general cannot be very happy, for of- 
ten, the pain occaſioned by the Iſſue is 
equal to that of the Ulcer, when in its 


worſt 


1 


worſt ſtate, in which caſe it muſt be im- 
mate ial to the patient, whether he has 

the Ulcer or the Iſſue to torment him: 
and by my own obſervation on the practice 
of others, I have frequently known it not 
to anſwer the end expected, the Ulcer 
has broke out again, and been as trouble- 
ſome as ever; however, if an iſſue can 
be of ſervice, I would adviſe it in women 
after the cure, between the age of thirty- 
four and fifty, for reaſons ſo obvious to 
Practitioners, that I need not mention 
them. 

Thoſa caſes which may be ĩmagined te 
ariſe from a Venereal cauſe, may be cured 
by a much eaſier and milder method than 
Salivation; a light Mercurial alterative 
courſe, affiſted with the Fumigation, will 
in moſt caſes prove ſucceſsful. Tho' I 
have obſerved, that theſe methods which 
are mild, frequently occaſion feveriſh 
heats, and probably, by encreaſing the 
blood's motion, greatly diſturb the whole 
body; however, when this has happened 
I have commonly ſucceeded, by ordering 
the Nitre in full doſes joined with Cam 

9 pPuhor, 
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phor, which, in my opinion, has greatly 
aſſiſted in haſtening the cures ; but if the 
Nitre is given in that timorous manner, 
too commonly practiſed, not the leaſt good 
effect whatever will be produced. 
Great care is neceſſary to acquire a juſt 
account of the patient's method of living, 
it is what I have always had a very ſtrict 
attention to : indeed a great part of the 
cure depends upon this. knowledge, and 
by timing the medicines in fuch a manner, 
as to prevent thoſe patients, who will diſ- 
regard all rules in diet, from doing them- 
ſelves an injury, and protracting their 
cures; to ſuch I have been often obliged 
to order gentle laxatives: to be taken, after 
every meal, by which means I have kept 
off all inflammation in the legs, and pre- 
vented that freedom of diet which ſome 
patients will make uſe of, from entering 
the Lacteals. : 

The medicine which 1 moſt depend on 
in the cure is Nitre; which I commonly 
order in large doſes, and in a diſſolved ſtate, 
joined with the Spt. Sal. Ammoniac. or 


Camphor, which will prevent its having 
thoſe 


_ FarJ | 
thoſe ill effects on the ſtomach, moſt fre- 
quently complained of. I moſt commonly 3 

tly begin with one ſcruple, and according to 
the the conſtitution of the patient, and cireum- 
er, ſtances of the caſe, encreaſe the doſe to 
od one dram, or one dram and half, which I 

| order to be taken three or four times in 
uſt the day, diſſolved in any convenient lis - 


ig. quid, with the addition of twenty or 
ict thirty drops of Spt. of Sal. Ammoniac, 
he or with ſome of the Julepium e Cam- 
nd phora ; which laſt I prefer to the Volatile 
ts Spirit, in caſes which are violently in- 


iſe flammatory ; tho* I believe their effects 
n- are nearly the ſame in correcting the 
Ir Nitre, and rendering it leſs liable to 
ed diſturb the conſtitution ; for I am very 
er ſenſible, that Nitre given in the large doſes 


pt which I have mentioned, would produce 
e- very alarming effects in a number of pa- 
e FF tients, unleſs. given in the manner which 


I have recommended. 

The laxative which I order for the irre- 
gular patients, is compoſed of about one- 
fourth of Pulv. Jalap, to three-fourths of 

Powdered Nitre, of which may be given 
C2 from 


F247 
from one. ſcruple to half a' dram, and 
at the ſame time the nitrous draught muſt 
not be omitted. 

Theſe remedies moſt commonly occa- 
ſion very great pain all round the Ulcers, 
when they are firſt taken, but the pain 
gradually decreaſes as the Ulcers advance 
in their cure; and they promote, in ge- 
neral, a moſt copious urinary diſcharge. 
What great affiſtance this diſcharge of 
Urine, or by what means Nitre given in 
this manner produces ſuch good effects, 
J ſhall not take upon myſelf to determine, 
but leave it to be accounted for by the 
Theoriſts. What I have attended to are 
facts, and it is a matter of no very great 
conſequence with me, as the patients are 
cured, whether my method agrees with 
the common received opinions or not ; as 
J am conſcious, that I have diſcharged my 
duty in making my obſervations public, 
in a practice which for ſome years, in 
repeated inſtances, has proved ſucceſsful. 
TI ſhall not give any deſcription of 
dreflings, as it will be unneceſſary ; in- 
deed the drefling is of no very great con- 
| ſequence 
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ſequence in the cure; for in a number of 
foul Ulcers, which have callous bottoms, 
and are of a greeniſh hue, no drefling 
whatever will anſwer any end, not even 
the celebrated Præcipitate digeſtive, fo 
univerſally uſed; for notwithſtanding 
what Mr. Sharp has advanced, *« that it 
brings on a good digeſtion in twenty-four 
hours”; I muſt poſitively declare, that 
I have dreſſed a great number of theſe 
caſes (and particularly thoſe mentioned in 
the following ſheets) where this boaſted 
remedy has not produced the leaſt good 
effect in a number of days, nor any 
dreſſing whatever, till the cauſe of the 
diſeaſe has been removed in the conſtitu- 
tion ; and then a good digeſtion has ſuc- 
ceeded ; for it appears very clear to me, 
that external applications, however ex- 
tolled, will not produce good effects, till 


nature is aſſiſted by proper internal re- 


medies. 

I know, that the Cortex Peruvianus 
has been, and is at this time highly 
eſteemed by ſome Surgeons in the cure of 
Ulcers; but by becoming faſhionable, it 

16 
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s often injudiciouſly given. The Nitre 
likewiſe may be unſkilfully ordered, and 


then will be productive of diſagreeable 
conſequences; ſome few inſtances of this 


ſort I have obſerved, and as a caution, 


one I ſhall relate; for it requires an im- 
menſe experience to know the certain ef- 
fects of any medicine of efficacy in every 
conſtitution ; and I believe moſt gentle- 
men in the practice of Phyſic will acknow - 
ledge, that they have been deceived in 


theſe points; I muſt ſay, that in the great- 


eſt number of caſes Nitre will ſucceed ; 
but nothing would appear more prejudiced 
to men of underſtanding, than to make 
uſe of one medicine in every caſe that 
offers, notwithſtanding it has in a number 
of inſtances proved ſucceſsful ; for by 
this means a good medicine may looſe its 
deſerved reputation, after a few unſuc-" 
ceſsful attempts, in caſes, perhaps, which 
were diametrically oppoſite to its in- 
tention. 

The Ulcers which I propoſe curing by 
Nitre are the dhagæde nic, all old callous 


Ulcers, and every Ulcer, attended with 


inflam- 


"E331 
inflammation. In ſome old Ulcers, which 
are commonly callous both at their bot- 
tom, and for a conſiderable ſpace round 
their edges, I have obſerved, that the firſt 
ſign of amendment is the calloſity all round 
ſoftening, next the calloſity at the bot- 
tom of the Ulcer appears rather looſe, as 
though Nature ſeemed puſhing off this 
obſtruction to the cure, with a generation 
of new fleſh underneath ; and I have greatly 
aſſiſted the ſeparation, by paring it with a 
knife, which never occaſions any pain, as 
theſe calloſities in general when looſened, 
are moſt commonly inſenſible. 

Thus have I given an account of my 
method of treatment; I ſhall now proceed 
to relate ſome caſes, which I have ſelected 
out of a great number cured ; and muſt ad- 
viſe thoſe who attempt to ſucceed in this 
practice, that they do not condemn it, if 
it don't immediately anſwer their expect- 
ations; but perſevere a few weeks, gra- 
dually increafing the doſe, and ordering 
the patient to uſe exerciſe z on which laſt 
circumſtance, tho' it will occaſion pain, 
I place great dependance ; for it muſt ap- 

pear 


[ 16 ] 
pear very rational, that were the cure of 
an Ulcer is effected without reſt, there 
will be no probability of its being after- 
ward affected by exerciſe. 


n Md 


A Collection of Ozstrv ations. 


OBERVATIONS I. 


M. Edwards, in Smart's Buildings, 
4 Holborn, aged fifty, applied to 
me for the cure of four large painful Ul- 
cers of the Leg, which had callous foul 
bottoms; they diſcharged a thin acrimo- 
nious ſerum, which greatly inflamed the 
Leg, and occaſioned a great itching, which 
if ſcratched, was ſure to occaſion an ul- 
ceration, and was a certain proof of the 
bad habit of his body. Theſe Ulcers had 
been of about ſeven years ſtanding, and he 
had been under the care of ſome eminent 
Surgeons, without obtaining a cure. 

I began, by giving the Nitre in con- 
fiderable large doſes, with the Spt. Sal. 
Ammoniac. and he living freely, I di- 
rected 


Ly 
rected the laxative to be taken once or 
twice in the day occaſionally, to keep 
his body gently open, by which means, 
in about four weeks, the Ulcers were re- 
duced to a mild healing ſtate, and. the in- 
flammation ſubſided; and by continuing the 
remedies, with the moſt ſimple dreſſings, 
as the Ungex. Althea, or Cerate with wax 
and oil, in about nine weeks the cure was 
effectually compleated, without any re- 
gard to Diet or Reſt, and without any in- 
convenience to the patient whatever; how- 
ever, after the Ulcers were perfectly cica- 
triſed, I continued the remedies for near 
three weeks; and as a confirmation of the 

cure, the ſores have not broke out again, 
tho' he has uſed the greateſt freedom in 
Diet ever ſince, which is near four years. 


OBSERVATION II. 


R. Paterſon, aged Fifty, in High Hol- 
born, had a large, foul and collous 


Ulcer on the inner part of the ankle, with 
2 great calloſity all round the wound. 
This Ulcer had been of twenty-two years 

D ſtanding, 


[18] 
ſlanding, and had refiſted all the common 
methods of cure; he had been twice in 
St. George's Hoſpital near twenty years 
before his application to me; at which 
time the Surgeons adviſed him to undergo 
the Amputation of the Limb; which he 
refuſed ; and finding ſuch little encourage- 
ment towards the cure, he bore it pa- 
tiently for theſe term of years. I began 
the cure with common dreflings, ſuch as 
the Precipitate Digeſtive, for near three 
weeke, Salts and Manna, &c. without 
the leaſt ſigns of amendment, for the bot- 
tom of the wound remained hard, and 
was of a greeniſh colour; I then began 
by giving the Nitre, in doſes of half a 
-dram, four times in the day, joined with 
the Spt. Sal. Ammoniac. and ordered the 
Purging Powder occaſionally; and by con- 
tinuing this method of treatment, with 
ſimple dreſſings, in about nine weeks the 
cure was radically compleated, without 
obſerving the leaſt reſtraint in Diet, or 
any Reſt from his buſineſs, which was very 
laborious. This cure has remained well 


ever ſince, which is now above four years. 
OB5SER= 
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OzsrrvaTION III. 


10 ARY COL E, the corner of Weſt 
irt Street, St. Anne's, applied to me 
ch for the cure of five or ſix large Ulcers in 
20 each Leg, of various dimenſions; indeed 
he the whole Legs were almoſt covered with 
"4 ſores, the generality of them were cal- 
4 lous, and their bottoms all foul, diſcharg- 
= ing a moſt diſagreeable fœtid matter, at- 
4 tended with great inflammation, pain and 
8 ſwelling; theſe had been of ſome years 
8 ſtanding, and had reſiſted the moſt regu- 
"a lar methods of Practice. I began the 
5 cure by Bleeding, ſhe being of a ſanguine . 
4 habit, and ordered the Nitre in large doſes, 
beginning with half a dram, and encrea- 
h ſing the doſe gradually to two. ſcruples and 
x a half, joined with the Camphorated Ju- 
. lap, which in about ſix weeks reduced the 
h Ulcers, tho' very deep, to a mild ſtate ; 
5 the calloſities were all ſoftened, and the 
t greeniſh colour at their bottoms appeared 


of a lively red, with new granulations ; 
at this time, finding her fores much better, - 
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ſhe neglected taking her medicines, by 
which, in about three weeks after, the 
Ulcers began to have their former foul 
appearance: however, on uſing the 
Nitre again, and continuing it in full 
doſes, in about ten weeks all the Ulcers 
were perfectly cicatriſed, notwithſtanding 
the patient uſed her common exerciſe, 
which was laborious, during the whole 
cure; nor did ſhe obſerve the leaſt reſtraint 
in Diet. It is two years ſince the cure ; it 
remains ſound, and the woman is in good 


health. 
OBSERvATION IV. 
TR. Bird, Surveyor and Meaſurer, of 
Queen Street, Bloomſbury, had a 
large, foul and callous Ulcer on the Leg, 
which kad been of long ſtanding, and had 
reſiſted the common dreſſings and me- 
thods of cure; the whole Leg was. vio- 
lently inflamed, and very painful, render. 
ing him ſcarce able to ſtand ; this patient 
being of a Plethoric habit, and living 
freely, 1 began the cure by Bleeding, and 
ordered the Nitre in doſes of half a dram 
four times in the day, joined with the 
Volatile, and a gentle Laxative was occa- 
om fionally 
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Gonally given to keep his body open. On 
his firſt taking the Nitre it occaſioned un- 
eaſy ſenſations in the Stomach ; but to re- 
medy this, I ordered a larger quantity of 
the Spt. Sal. Ammoniac, which had the 
deſired effect i in correcting the Nitre; and 
by this means I was enabled to encreaſe 
the doſe of Nitre to one dram, at the ſame 
time in proportion adding a greater quan- 
tity of the Volatile Spirit ; by continuing 


this courſe, in four weeks, the Ulcer was 


conſiderably better, the inflammation ſub- 
ſided, and there appeared all the proſpects 
of an approaching cure; and by continu- 
ing this treatment, in about five weeks 
after, the Ulcer was perfectly cicatriſed. 
This cure has remained well ever ſince, 
which is now upwards of five years, and 
the patient has remained in ſound health. 


OBSERVATION V, 


M*. Conner, in Long Alley, near Sun 
Street, came with ſeveral ſmall Ul- 
cers in each Leg, and inflammatory ſcor- 


butic eruptions in every part of his body. 
| The 
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The Ulcers had been of about eleven years 


ſanding, and was originally owing. to a 


ſcald on the Legs, in a French priſon, from 
which time freſh Ulcerations had been 


breaking out in each Leg ; indeed, the 


whole Legs were full of Ulcers, and in- 


flammation, owing to the acrimonious 


diſcharge from the ſores. I began the 


cure by Bleeding, and then gave the Ni- 


tre, joined with the Volatile, two ſcru- 


ples, four times in the day; which he 


continued taking, and uſing exerciſe for 
one-month, at which time all the erup- 


tion in every part of his body nearly diſ- 


appeared, and all the Ulcerations on his 
Legs. were nearly healed, Upon this I 


gave him orders to continue the medicine 


fix weeks longer, by which means his 


cure was effected, and he has remained in 
perfect health ever ſince, nor have the Ul- 


cers broke out again ſince the cure, which 


is two Years. 
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OBSERVATION VI. 


EOROGE MILLS, — Green, 
applied to me for the cure of three 
Fiſtulous Ulcers on the Leg, which were 
deep, tho' externally very ſmall and. cal- 
lous; the diſcharge was thin, and fo acri- 
monious, as to excariate and inflame all 
the lower part of the Leg. This man 
had been ſeven weeks in Edinburgh Infir- 
mary, three months in Middleſex Hoſpital, 
and twice in St. George's Hoſpital, above 
two months each time. In theſe ſeveralplaces 
he had been treated in the moſt ſtrict and 
common methods of cure, and when diſ- 
charged, was to all appearance cured ; but 
on uſing his exerciſe, the Ulcers ſoon 
broke out again, and at the time he appli- 
ed to me, was incapable of working at 
his buſineſs. I ordered him immediately 
to uſe his daily labour, and gave him two 
ounces of Sal. Nitre, diflolved in a quart 
of water, with the common quantity of 
Spt. Sal. Ammoniac; to take a tea 
cupful four times in the day, and by con- 
tinuing 
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tinuing this method, without obſerving 
any particular dreflings, in three weeks 
after, which was the ſecond time of my 
ſeeing him, the inflammation was entirely 


ſubſided, and the Ulcers healed; how- 


ever to confirm his cure, and to prevent a 


relapſe, I ordered him to continue taking 
the medicine, for a month longer. The 


Ulcers have not broke out fince, which is 


now above a year and half. 
On5ervaTION VII. 


M* George Lutey, Caſtle Street, 
Long Acre, aged Fifty, had been 
afflicted a long time with a painful old Ul- 


cer, which had a thin corroſive diſcharge, 


with a violent inflammation all round. He 
had been under the care of a Perſon, fa- 
mous for the cure of theſe caſes, near 
ſix months before he applied to me, with- 
out obtaining even relief, but had been 
tormented from time to time by his Ope- 
rator, with the indiſcriminate uſe of cor- 
roſive dreſſings, in expectation of a good 
digeſtion; but finding theſe methods fail, 
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he applied to me for his cure. On purſu- 
ing my Nitrous method, with the moſt 
ſimple dreſſings, his cure was effected in 
three weeks; and the Ulcer has remained 
well ever ſince, which is now between 
three and four years, notwithſtanding he 
has uſed great freedom in Diet. 


OBSERVATIN VIII. 


OSEPH Ingham, Publican, Newtoner's 
Lane, had two foul Ulcers on the low- 

er and outer part of the Leg, which had 
been of a long ſtanding, and had reſiſted the 
common methods of treatment, under a 
Surgeon who hadattended itfor near twelve 
months before his application to me. There 
was a conſiderable inflammation all round 
the wound, with great ſwelling. I firſt began 
the cure by Bleeding, and then ordered 
purging medicines, ſuch as the Salts and 
Manna, which was continued near three 
weeks without the leaſt good ſucceſs; for 
tho' theſe Ulcers were not large, yet they 
occaſioned the moſt excruciating pain in 
walking; (many inſtances of this fort I 
have obſerved) upon which I began with 
| E | the 
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the Nitre, ordering two ounces to be diſ- 
folved in a quart of water, to which was 
added three drams of the Spt. Sal. Am- 
moniac. This remedy was not taken _ 
many weeks, before very good effects were 
produced, and the wounds ſhewed evident 
ſigns of amendment. Before the uſe of 

the Nitre, his habit was ſo bad, that if 
on any part of the inflamed Leg any fric- 
tion was uſed, which he ſometimes could 
not avoid from its itching, a fore was ſure 
to be the conſequence ; however, by a re- 
| petition of the Nitre, this diſagreeable 
ſymptom left him, and the cure was ea. 

fily effected. 


_  OBsrRvaArttoN IX. 


| OHN Lee, ſervant to Mr. Moor, Snow- 

hill, had been lame and incapable of 
working at his buſineſs for a conſiderable 
time, having a large painful Ulcer near the 
ankle, which had been of ſeven years ſtand- 
ing ; the bottom was as hard as horn, and 
a great calloſity all round the edges for a 
conſiderable ſpace; and the Leg was much 


inflamed. This Ulcer had been twice un- 
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der cure in Berbel 8 Hoſpital, which 
had been effected by the Horizontal Poſi- 
tion, and common remedies; - but on uſing 
his neceſſary exerciſe, the Ulcer ſoon broke 
out again after his diſcharge. He had not 
been able to walk, or uſe any exerciſe, for 
ſome time before his application to me, 
without ſuffering the moſt violent pain.. I 
began the cure firſt by Bleeding, and then 
ordered the Nitre as uſual, gradually in- 
creaſing the doſe to one dram, four times 
in the day, and ordered him to work at 
his buſineſs, which was that laborious ono 
of ſawing timber ; and by continuing this 
method, in about four weeks, the Ulcer 
was in a healing ſtate, but was very large 
and deep, owing to the great callofity, 
which was puſhed off by a generation of 
ſound fleſh underneath ; I aſſiſted the ſepa- 
ration, by paring .it with a knife ; when 
after theſe means the Ulcer was in a mild 
fimple ſtate, and by a perſeverance in this 
method, the Ulcer was cicatrifed in little 
more than three months, from his firſt ap- 
plication for my aſſiſtance. 
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OBSERVATION X. 


R. J. Boiffant, Jun Great St. Andrews 
Street, Seven Dials, of a plethoria 
habit, had a very large, deep, and foul 
Ulcer on his Leg near the ankle, attended 
with inflammation and ſwelling. I began 
the cure, by ordering the common Reme- 
dies and Reſt, and dreſſed him with the 
Præcipitate digeſtive for near three weeks, 
without the leaſt advantage, the Ulcer ap- 
pearing nearly the ſame as when I firſt be- 
gan the cure. I then began giving the 
Nitre, with the Spt. Sal. Ammon. which 
I ordered in large doſes, and more freedom 
of exerciſe, and was not diſappointed in 
my expectation, for in eighteen days the . 
inflammation was entirely ſubſided, and in 
a month the Ulcer was reduced to a mild 
ſtate. I repeated this method, and accom- 
pliſhed the cure in about fix weeks after, 
He has remained well ever fince, which is 
pow aboye three years. 


Or- 


1 29 1 


OBSERVATION XI. 


ILEANOR WELLDON, Snow-hill, 
had been afflicted with ſeveral large 
Ulcers on the Legs for thirteen years, and 
had been in St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, 
and had applied to different ſurgeons with- 
out obtaining a cure. Theſe Ulcers were 
large and ſuperficial, with a varix of the 
veins in different parts of the Legs; they 
had foul greeniſh bottoms, and diſcharged 
a very fœtid diſagreeable matter. I began 
the cure by giving the Nitre in full doſes, 
and ordered a gentle Cathartic pill to be 
taken every night, to keep her body ſolu- 
ble, ſhe being ſubje& to a coſtiveneſs. 
And by theſe methods theſe Ulcers, which 
had for ſuch a long ſpace of time reſiſted 
every method of cure, in about fix weeks 
after appeared of a lively red, and good 
diſpoſition to heal, and the patient could, 
without any inconyenience, walk for - 
conſiderable time, which before her ap- 
plication occaſioned the moſt violent pain, 
By perfevering in this method, without a. 
ny dreſſing but the Ung, ex Althea, in ſe- 


ven 
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ven weeks after, the Ulcers were peelteiy 
| l. 


Onsfννv r XII. 


R. 3 Turner,! in Little St. | 
| - Andrew's Street, Seven Dials, had 

beeri afflicted with callous Ulcers on each 
Leg, one Leg had been bad near eleven 
years, and the other four, during which 
time he had applied to different Practi- 
tioners for a cure, but without ſucceſs. I 
began his cure by the Nitre, and ordered 
him to uſe free exerciſe, which in a few 
weeks had very good effects; for the Ul- 
cers were diſpoſed to heal, and the inflam- 
mation was entirely ſubſided; and on con- 
tinuing the remedies, and uſing exerciſe, 
the cure of theſe obſtinate Ulcers were 
poſitively confirmedin about three months, 
and have not broke out fince, which is a 
conſiderable time, 
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Ons2nvATION Xu. . 5 


LIZABETH MANSELL, Newing 
ton, between the age of Fifty pod 
Sixty, was brought to me with ſeveral 


large Ulcers in each Leg. which were not. - E 


deep, but very foul ; the whole Legs were 
inflamed, and appeared one continued 
ſcab ; except the ſpace which the Ulcers 
took up, which from their number and 
ſize were conſiderable. This caſe had 
been twenty-ſix years ſtanding, and the 
cure had been attempted both in an 
Hoſpital, and by many Surgeons, but 
without ſucceſs. I am ſenſible, that 


in a caſe of ſo, many years ſtanding, 


the patient ſo far advanced in years, 
and the prejudiced notion' of the 
morbific matter being tranſlated to ſome - 
other part, with the unſucceſsful attempts 
in the cure; all theſe reaſons would have de- 
terred the generality of Surgeons from at- 
tempting it. However, from the violence 
of the inflammation I was determined to 
try the Nitte, which ſhe took four times 

| 7 
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in the day, about two ſcruples, joined 
with the Julep. e Camphor. and it was at- 


tended with ſucceſs ; for in ſix weeks ſhe 
| walked from Newington to my Houſe, 

and all the Ulcers were manifeſtly better; 
the ſcab for the greateſt part had fallen off 


the Legs, and the Ulcers appeared of a 
lively red. She continued theſe methods 
for about three months longer, and by 
theſe means, with no other external appli- 
cation than the Ung. ex Alth. foftened with 
Ol. Lin. per. expreſſionem, ſhe was cured. 
This cure remains ſound, the woman gets 
her livelihood by nurſing the fick, and ſhe 
continued the uſe of the Nitre four months 
after the Ulcers were cicatriſed without any 
inconvenience whatever. | | 


ld XIV. 


6 AY N JONES, Nottingham Court, 
Caſtle Street, came with a very large 

foul Ulcer on her Leg, attended with 

= great pain, inflammation, and ſwel- 


ling; the had applied to Gentlemen 


of eminence for her cure, who advi- 
ſed her to go into an Hoſpital, declaring 


it 
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it impoſſible for her to be cured without 
Reſt, This opinion was given ſome months 
before ſhe applied to me, and for want of 
proper aſſiſtance, the wound had been gra- 
dually enlarging, both in circumference 
and depth. 1 firſt began with common 
dreſſings, and made uſe of the præcipitate 
digeſtive, but without any ſucceſs. Upon 
this I gave the Nitre, with the Volatile, in 
large doſes, and ſhe being of a ſanguine 
habit, I bled her, and gradually increaſed 
the dole of Nitre to one dram, four times 
in the day, and it proved ſucceſsful ; the 
foul appearance at the bottom was chang- 
ed, and ſhewed a good diſpoſition to in- 
carn. By a continuance of this method, 
and ſimple dreſſings, in ten weeks, the 
cure was effected; tho', during the whole 
cure, I ordered her to uſe free exercile ; 
and after the cicatriſation, I directed her to 
continue the medicines for one month. 


OBSERVATION XV. 


R. Schoolmaſter, Theobald's 
Row, made application to me for the 


cure of an old callous Ulcer, which had 
F been 
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been of long ſtanding, and had reſiſted 
many attempts which had been made for 
the cure; and amongſt the reſt a Quack, 
who by means of powerful Mercurials in- 
wardly, and aſtringent applications exter- 
nally, to make good his boaſted promiſe, 
dried up the ſore; which, however, in a 
ſhort time after, broke out again, and be- 
came as troubleſome as ever; and had the 
appearance of a very inveterate Ulcer, diſ- 
charging a thin acrimonious ſerum; which 
greatly inflamed the Leg, and in ſome parts 
occaſioned an excoriation. Under theſe 
circumſtances, I began the cure with Ni- 
tre, which ſoon altered the diſcharge, and 
brought on a good digeſtion, tho' the Ul- 
cer was dreſſed with nothing elſe than the 
Yellow Cerate, ſoftened Ol. Lini. Finding 
this method ſo ſucceſsful, I repeated the 
remedies, and by this means this obſtinate 
Ulcer was ſoundly healed. 


OBSERVATION XVI. 


ARS. Milnes, Mercer Street, Long 
Acre, applied to me for the cure of 

an Ulcer on the lower part of the Leg, 
| which 


„— — | | hacked # cÞ 6 — 3 


[38]. 
which had been formerly an old grievance, 
the diſcharge was thin and acrimonious, 
attended with great pain and inflammation- 
At firſt I ordered the Nitre, three times 
in the day, half adram each time, joined 
with the Spt. Sal. Ammon. and occaſion- 
ally ordered a Laxative, which, however, 
did not immediately anſwer my expectati- 
on ; on which I took a large quantity of 
blood from the arm, and repeated my re- 
medies, and not without ſucceſs; for ſoon 
after the Ulcer began to incarn from the 
bottom, and by repeating the remedies the 


cure was effected in ſeven weeks from her 


firſt application, 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


Mus. Nichols, at Greenwell's, Grocer, 

in Holborn, near ſixty years old, ap- 
plied to me for the cure of an Ulcer, which 
was very foul, attended with inflammati- 
on, and very great pain. She informed 
me, that this Leg had been diſeaſed near 
thirty years; originally owing to a Fever 
ſettling in it, to uſe her own expreſſion. 
About four years before ſhe applied to me, 
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| ſhe had been under the care of an eminent 
| Surgeon, who would have adviſed her to 


have undergone an Amputation; as the 
moſt effectual cure, at the ſame time de- 


claring it dangerous, and impoſſible to ef- 


fect the cure, by common remedies, I 
began the cure with Nitre one ſcruple, 
four times in the day, joined with the Ju- 
lep. e Camphor, which had very excel- 
lent effects ; for in about fourteen days, 
the Ulcer ſhewed evident ſigns of the ef- 
ficacy of the medicines ; upon which I in- 
creaſed the doſe to half a dram, and in a- 
bout two months, I had the happineſs to 
cure this obſtinate Ulcer, without the leaſt 
inconvenience to the patient whatever, ſhe 
uſing conſiderable exerciſe during the whole 


cure. 
When ſhe firſt took the medicine, after 


each doſe, ſhe felt very great pain all round 


the Ulcer ; which effects I have obſerved 
in other caſes; and where it has happened, 
the cure has been ſooner performed than 


could be reaſonably expected. 
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OBSERVATION XVIIL 


MARY WEMS, in Parker's Street, had 
been afflicted, between three and 
four years, with an Ulcer of the Leg, 
which was quite ſuperficial, but very large, 
and the bottom was foul, hard, and livid; 
I at firſt dreſſed it with different kinds of 
Eſcharoticks and digeſtives, and ordered 


purges to be taken occaſionally, but withj- 


out any ſucceſs whatever. She had been 
in St, Bartholomew's, and St. George's 
Hoſpitals, and diſcharged as cured, but the 
Ulcer broke out again afterwards. Find- 
ing the caſe ſo obſtinate, I deſpaired of 
ſucceſs, as I had uſed the Nitrous remedy: 
for near two months, without any great 
advantage, except the Leg being much 
eaſier ; but on repeating the medicines and 
bleeding the patient, in three weeks after, 
I cuuld obſerve the edges of the Ulcer to 
appear white, which encouraged me to 
perſevere in my method, and by which 
means the cure was effected. 
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OBSERVATION XIX. 


M*. Smith, oppoſite Burlington Mews, 

Swallow Street, was brought to me 
for the cure of a very large foul Ulcer, 
which was owing originally to a ſcald from 
melted lead, and extended over the greateſt 
part of the Gaſtrocnemeus Muſcle, which 
laid it bare; the whole Leg was violently 
ſwelled, in amed, and ſo exceſſively pain- 
ful that he could not put it to the ground, 
or bear the leaſt weight on it; he had 
been in an Hoſpital, and the Gentlemen 
adviſed him to undergo an Amputation, 
which he refuſed. When I firſt faw him 
his caſe was truly deplorable ; but I or- 


dered him my Nitrous remedy, and adviſ- 


ed him not to attempt any exerciſe, as the 
Leg was ſwelled to ſuch an enormous ſize ; 
by a continuance of the remedy, and giv- 
ing him gentle Catharticks, in fourteen 
days the Leg was confiderably leſs, and the 
Ulcer, though very large, appeared much 
better; upon which I ordered him to uſe 
gentle exerciſe, and in one month after he 
went to work at his buſineſs, which was 

a ſtand» 
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a ſtanding one; and by continuing theſe 
methods the cure was effected, and the pa- 
tient is in good health at this preſent time. 


OBSERVATION XX. 


MARY LOVELOCK, St. Giles's, near 
Sixty years old, had a foul callous Ul- 

cer on the lower part of the Leg, which 
was originally occaſioned by a fall near 35 
years before ſhe applied to me: it had been 
cured in the Hoſpital, by means of Reſt, 
and other common remedies ; but ſoon af- 
ter her diſcharge had broke out again; and 
had been very bad for ſome years, frequent- 
ly rendering her incapable of working at 
her buſineſs, which was waſhing, the Ul- 
cer being exceedingly painful, with inflam- 
mation and ſwelling all round. I began 
with half a dram of Nitre, four times in 
the day, and occaſionally repeated the 
Purge ; by theſe means, in about four 
weeks, the Ulcer was quite eaſy, and 
ſhewed evident figns of amendment, not- 
withſtanding ſhe uſed very hard exerciſe. 
From this time I increaſed the doſe of Ni- 
tre totwoſcruples, which ſucceeded ſo well, 
that 


* 
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that in eight weeks after the cure of this 
obſtinate Ulcer was compleated, and the 


only dreſſing I made uſe of was the Ung. 
ex Althea, 


OBSERVATION XXI. 


ELisbeth Buckley, High Street, st. 

Giles's, aged Fifty, came with two 
large Ulcers, one on each Leg, near the 
ankles; one was about the circumference 
of a crown piece; and the other about 
four inches long, and two inches broad; 
they were both remarkably hard and foul, 
and had been ſeven years bad ſince the laſt 
temporary cure, which had been perform- 
ed by means of Reſt, and a Salivation. 
Her Legs were very much inflamed and 
ſwelled, and ſhe was rendered incapable 
of doing the neceſſary buſineſs for her ſup- 
port, I ordered her the Nitrous remedy, 
directing exerciſe, which at firſt occafion- 
ed very great pain; but by perſevering in 
this method, and occaſionally giving the 
Purge, in about eight weeks the calloſities 
were all ſoftened, and the wounds were 
in a ſtate of incarnation; tho' I was ob- 


liged 
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liged to make uſe of the Lap. Infernalis, 
to deſtroy the calloſity at the bottom of the 
Ulcers, which had the deſired effect in 
promoting the ſeparation z and by purſu- 
ing theſe methods with common dreſſings, 
in three months the cure was eompleated. 


OBsERvATION XXII, 


NN BROUGHTON, near e | 

of a healthful habit, applied 'to me 
for the cure of three {mall Ulcers on the 
Leg, which diſcharged a thin acrimonious 
ſerum, and violently inflamed the parts all 
round, I began the cure with common 
Dreſſings, and ordered her Salts and Man- 
na twice in the week, but without any 
ſucceſs. One ſymptom in particular, which 
attended this patient was this; whenever 
the laid in bed the pain was more violent 
than when ſhe uſed exerciſe. I then began 
the cure with Nitre in ſmall doſes; and 
gradually encreaſed the doſe to half a dram, 
three times in the day, which had good 
effects, the inflammation occaſioned by the 
acrimony of the diſcharge abated; and in 
two months the cure was effected; the pa- 
G tient 
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tient t uüng her W. —— the 
cure. 


OssERVAT ION XXIII. 


{ABITHA BYAT, aged Fifty, had 
an Ulcer on the Leg near the ankle, 
which rendered her incapable of getting 
her livelihood; the whole Leg was vio- 
lently inflamed, and ſwelled; and on uſing 
the leaſt exerciſe was very painful. I or- 
dered the Nitre, which ſucceeded ſo well, 
that in about fourteen days ſhe ſtood at 
waſhing ; after which time J ordered her 
to continue uſing exerciſe, and repeated 
her medicines, which in about ſix weeks 
after finiſhed: her cure. 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


AIR. Carrol, Croſs Lane, Newton Street, 
V had a large painful Ulcer, which had 
been of long ſtanding, and had been cur- 
ed by the common methods; but on re- 
ceiving a flight blow it broke, and ſoon be- 
eame very inveterate, and foul; the dit- 
-charge was ſo acrimonious, that it excoria- 
ted the parts all round. I began the cure 
| with 


he 


F 
with Nitrousremedies, which ſbonredu 
it to a mild ſtate; and by n this 
method, and occaſionally ordering a doſe of 
Salts to keep his body ſoluble, the cure of 
this Ulcer was effected 


OBsERVATION. XXV. 


Where the Nitre produced dangerous ef- 
fects. 


RS. P upwards of Sixty 

years old, applied for the cure of 
three large Ulcers, which were very 
foul at their bottoms, but were not cal- 
lous, attended with conſiderable inflam- 
mation all round their edges. I began 
the cure by ordering Nitre one ſeru- 
ple, four times in the day, but without 
the leaſt ſucceſs, for in four days the Ul- 


cers became conſiderably larger, and a part 


of the Leg appeared livid, threatening a 
mortification; under theſe alarming ſymp- 
toms, I immediately ordered the Bark, in 
large doſes, joined with the Confect. Da- 
mocrat. to prevent its purging, and in a 


few days it proved ſucceſsful ; all theſe 


nN ſymptoms diſappeared, and 
G 2 the 
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the Ulcers were in a ſhort time brought in- 
to a good; healing ſtate; The cure waz 
afterwards performed- by a repetition: of 
the Bark, and common dreſſings. 

This is the only inſtabe I have had, for 
ſome years, where the Nitre has produced 
ſuch ill effects; but it is ſtriking, and a 
ſufficient caution, that ſome attention is 
neceſſary in adminiſtering this Remedy; 
and eſpecially in delicate conſtitutions. 


OBSERVATION XXVI. 
Cured by the Fumigation, and Alteratives, 


M B. had three large Ulcers on the 
Leg, which were very foul, and diſ- 
charged a thin greeniſh ſerum, which was 
very fœtid; and all round: the edges there 
was a conſiderable calloſity. I firſt began 
the cure with Nitrous remedies, but- with- 
out ſucceſs; I then adminiſtered the Bark, 
but with no better effect; this laſt remedy 
occaſioned a violent inflammation. all round 
the Leg, and great pain. Having ſome 
reaſons to conclude this caſe Venereal, I 
firſt directed Bleeding, afterwards a Purge, 
and ordered the Calomel & Sulp. Anti- 
5 mon: | 
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mon. Precip; in ſmall doſes in a pill; to 
be taken morning and evening; and uſad*. 
tho Fumigation of Cinnabar and Mthiops 
mineral equal: parts, which in a ſftort time 
produced very good effects; the cher, | 
ſoftened, and the Ulcers appeared in a 
good healing ſtate; by continuing is : 
method, the cure was abſolutely compleats 
ed in about nine weeks; after which I 
ordered her to drink decoction of Sarſa- 
parel. and milk, 

This Patient lived: rather irregular, and 
uſed conſiderable exerciſe during the cure; 
and ſhe hasremained wellever Ance, whe | 
is now five years, : 


Dperdv a XXVII. 
Which was Venereal. 


Woman applied to me for- the cure 

of an Ulcer of the Leg, which had 
been of long ſtanding; the bottom was 
foul, andthe edges callous, and of a livid 
colour, diſcharging a green acrimonious 
ſerum. She had pains in her bones, which 
were nocturnal; and on her ſkin in ſome 
parts were tetterous ſcaly eruptions. Theſe 


{ymp- 


4.1 
ſymptoms and appearances convinced me, 
that the caſe was Venereal; upon which I 
began the cure with a light Mercurial Al- 
terative courſe, and fumigated the Ulcer 
with Cinnabar, and gave Decoction of ſar- 
ſaparel. which in a ſhort time had very, 
good effects, in bringing on a good digeſ- 
tion of the Ulcer; tho' I obſerved;. that 
the Alteratives accelerated the blood's mo- 
tion, occaſioned feveriſn heats, and an un- 
eaſineſs in the whole body; but this I re- 
medied, by giving Nitre, joined with 
Camphor at proper intervals; by which 
means the rapidity of the blood's motion 
was abated, and the feveriſh. ſymptoms. 
were entirely removed, I continued this 
courſe, and in ten weeks I effected a poſi - 
tive cure. In ſimiliar caſes I have ſome- 
times uſed the Decoction of Sarſaparel. 
and Corros. Sublimate, without the Fu- 
migation, and in a number of caſes with 
ſuccels ; but in particular thoſe Venereal 
caſes, which haye reliſted every other 


method. 


OsssR- 
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OnszRvaT od XXVIII. 


Abant of the Rev. Mr. Price, ;Ep- 
| ſom, applied to me for the cure of an 
Ulcer of the Leg, which had been bad 
many years; he had applied to different 
Surgeons, and various methods had been 
made uſe of to effect a cure, but without 
| ſucceſs. The Ulcer was ſmall, on the 
inner part of the ankle, and a very great 
calloſity ſurrounded it. It was very foul, 
and accompanied with varices or dilatation 
of the veins of the Leg, which were en- 
larged to a conſiderable ſize. I began the 
cure by Bleeding, and then gave him the 


Nitre in doſes of a ſeruple, joined .with _ 


the Spt. Sal. Ammoniac. The reaſon of 
muy beginning with fo ſmall a doſe, was 
owing to a complaint which he had been 
a long time afflicted with in his ſtomach : 

but this doſe not having any ill effect, I 
Joon, encreaſed it to half a dram, and af- 
terward to two ſcruples, which had very 
good effects; he being coſtive, I ordered 


him a Calomel pill of three grains, to be 
Faken occaſionally, which had the deſired 
| eg 
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elſe, and I believe greatly aſſiſted the 
cure, which was effected in about four 
months, without his obſerving any parti- 
cular diet or reſt ; but on the contrary, 
uſed conſiderable exercife. Since the 
cure 1 have adviſed him to wear a ſtrait | 
Rocking. Z 


OBsERVAT TON XXX. 


RS. G had been afflicted 
twelve years with an Ulcer of the 
Leg, which was very painful, and ren- 
dered her incapable of walking. This 
Ulcer was ſuperficial, the bottom of a 
vid colour, and very hard, with a conſi- 
derable c loſity ſurrounding it. I began 
the cure, by ordering the Nitre four times 
in the day, joined with the Laxative Pow- 
der, and Spt. Sal. Ammoniac. And this 
method I continued for above two months, 
without any confiderable ' alteration, the 
Ulcer having nearly the ſame appearance 
as when 1 firſt - attempted the cure. I 
then ordered the fumigation, and repeated 
the remedies, encreaſing the doſe, and in 
about one month after, could perceive a 

| ſur-. 


ow N 


191 


ſurpriſing alteration in the Vicer for the 
better; and ſhe was capable of walking 
four or five miles; the greateſt part of that 
livid foul appearance had ſloughed away, 
and the Ulcer was reduced to a ſimple ſtate. 
By a repetition of the methods, and pro- 
per dreflings, I effected a cure, great frees 
dom of exerciſe being uſed during the 
; greateſt part of the time, 


OnzrnvArION xxx. 


R. T Martin's Street, Lei- 
ceſter Fields, had two large Ulcers, 

one on each ſide, about an inch above the 
ankle; they were both very large and deep, 
with foul bottoms; there was a very great 
calloſity all round the Ulcer, for a conſi- 
derable ſpace, and the whole Leg was 
ſwelled and inflamed, from the parts where 
the calloſity terminated. Theſe Ulcers 
had been in this ſtate for ten years; and 
had a very foul, diſagreeable appearance, 
I began the cure with Nitre, and Spt. Sal. 
Ammonia. in large doſes, gave a Calomel 
pill occaſionally, and fumigated the Ul- 


cers with the Cinnab. &c. Theſe methods 4M 
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had not been purſued for a month, before 


the Ulcers appeared much better, and a 


great quantity of the calloſity ſeparated 
and ſloughed away. I continued this me- 
thod ſix weeks longer, when the Ulcers 
were nearly healed, and by a repetition, 
in a fortnight after the cure was compleat- 
ed. What was very remarkable in this 
caſe was, the Ulcers incarning from the 
ſides, and not from the bottom, till the 
whole part was filled, and then the parts 
inoſculated into one another, as in a freſh 
inciſed wound. During the whole cure, 
the diſcharge was thin and yellow ; which, 


however, was no impediment. In the 
courſe of my practice, I have ſeen other 


caſes nearly ſimiliar in circumſtances to 
this already mentioned. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


1 Have found, ſince the publication of 
1 my firſt Edition, that private perſons, 
who have bought the book, have attempt- 
ed the cure of their Legs themſelves ; and 
J have not been ſurpriſed, when they have 
informed me of their diſappointment. It 


—_— 
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requires true chirurgical knowledge to make 
uſe of the methods which I recommend, 
and no perſon ſhould attempt theſe means 
without firſt applying to a Surgeon; and as 
I find by a number of applications, that my 
methods have been miſapplied; I find it 
neceſſary to make the following remarks. 

In the firſt place, I find that the Nitre 
has been indiſcriminately applied; and 
tho' attended with great ſucceſs in many 
inſtances, as I am informed by Surgeons 
who have uſed it; yet in ſome caſes it 
has done miſchief, notwithſtanding the 
cautions I have laid down in the former 
part of the book ; and ſome have imagin- 
ed, I mean no other method of cure than 
Nitre. I muſt declare, that I am in con- 
tinual practice, and I believe ſeven at leaſt 
out of ten are cured by this means ; but 
I often call in other aids in caſes that re- 
quire it, and not unfrequently when I uſe 
the Nitre, Many efficacious remedies, 
according to the circumſtances of the caſe, 
and the conſtitution of the Patient, are 
abſolutely neceſſary, in the application of 
which the utmoſt {kill is required, and for 
which I can give no particular rules, but 

ü R muſt 
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muſt leave every Gentleman to his own 
diſcretion. 3 

1 have likewiſe ha miſunderſtood 3 in 
what I have advanced. on the dreflings, 
I don't mean, that proper dreſſings are not 
to be uſed; indeed I am quite ſenſible, 
that various dreſſings are neceſſary accord- 
ing to the rules of art, and which every 
Surgeon I ſuppoſe underſtands ; I meant 
that an entire dependance ſhould not be 
laid on dreſſings, nor the digeſtive, as 
mentioned by Mr. Sharp; for I am in- 
clined - to believe, that this ingenious 
Surgeon, as well as others, attributed to 
his dreſſings, what was produced by Reſt, 
Internal Medicines, Salivation, &c. 

As I am naw treating of the diſcharge 
of Ulcers, I muſt obſerve, that very few 
caſes agree with the rules laid down by 
chirurgical writers; and any Surgeon, wha 
will attend, and draw his concluſions from 
practical obſervation, will agree with me 
in what I am going to mention. Ho w- 
ever, it will moſt commonly hold good in 
my method of treatment. That a thick, 
or well coloured matter, is not obtained 
during the whole cure of many Ulcers ; 
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yet the parts fill up 4s ſound, as when a 


good matter is diſcharged ; and this 1 can 
prove by a great number of caſes, which 1 
daily have under my own care, Nay, ſo 
far is it untrue, to ſuppoſe woundy'are not 
in a healing ſtate, but when a good digeſted 
matter, or, to uſe a common phraſe, 
laudable pus is diſcharged ; that not one 
caſe in ten, will be found to have any ſuch 
diſcharge during the whole cure. For 
my own part, I conſider an Ulcer when 
incarning, to be in a diſpoſition to heal; 
and I am always indifferent as to the diſ- 
charge, for I have ſeen many caſes, where 
a thin ſerum has ifſued the whole time of 
cure from the Ulcer, and yet it has gone 
on as agreeable as where it has not hap- 
pened. — | 
Another obſervation I have made in Ul- 
cers, which, tho' it does but ſeldom hap- 
pen, yet I think it warthy of notice. 
The generality of opinions are, that Ul- 
cers heal up from their bottom ; but I have 
ſeen caſes, particularly in very large Ul- 
cers, Where the granulations have been 
puſhed out from the ſides, and the bottom 
has ſcarce been altered during the whole 


cure; 
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cure in this caſe the ſides have united 
together by inoſculation, as in freſh in- 
cited wounds. In ſuch, I have likewiſe 
obſerved, the diſcharge to be very ſe- 
rous. I haye produced ſuch caſes when 
under eure, to other Surgeons of my ac- 
quaintance, who have expreſſed rather a 
ſurpriſe on the occaſion. 

Although I have recommended exer- 
ciſe in the cure, I muſt obſerve, that 
there happens one caſe, where this rule muſt 
not be obſerved, and even where reſt is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary; this is a caſe which very 
rarely happens, but yet it is neceffary 
for me to mention it, as I have met with 
it an the courle f my own practice. It 
is when the Ulcer happens to be on any 
part of the Gaſtrocnemeus muſcles, or on 
the upper part of the Tendo Achillis, for 

the preſſure and action of theſe muicles 
will infallibly - prevent the incarnation of 
the wound in common, -and a cicatriza- 
tion can ſcarce ever be obtained without 
' Reſt. | | 
To conclude, I am very happy in find 
ing that my new method of Practice 
ſucceeds in different parts of the King= 
| dom; 
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dom; and I flatter myfelf, that when 55 
the merits of it are better underſtood b 
Practitianers, it will prove of * ſer - 4 
vice to mankind. MELT 
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